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Wild Habitat
The vinegar eel is a free-living nematode which inhabits the byproducts of fermentation and feeds on bacteria. In the past, it was com-
monly found in commercial vinegar. It is adapted to acidic environments and can be found in acidic lakes. They are preyed upon by fish.

Special Notes 
� Nematodes make interesting study specimens because they are among the lowest group of animals to possess a complete diges-

tive tract, including mouth and anus. The long cylindrical body of the nematode is unsegmented and covered by a thin cuticle.
Turbatrix aceti, commonly known as the vinegar eel, is one of the thousands of species belonging to the phylum Nematoda.
Nematodes are widely distributed and found in all climates. They occur in freshwater, marine, and terrestrial environments and
have been found in extreme conditions such as hot springs and arctic pools. 

� Unlike the free-living vinegar eel, there are many parasitic species of nematodes, including Trichinella spiralis which causes the
disease Trichinosis. Ascaris, known as the roundworm, can be found in the intestines of humans and other mammals. Parasitic
nematodes can also be found in insects, amphibians, reptiles, fish, birds, fungi and plants. Parasitic species are usually one to ten
mm long, but can be longer. One species of nematode parasitic to the sperm whales reaches nine meters in length. Nematodes
parasitic to animals usually have part of their life cycle occur outside of their host, or in different hosts.

Disposition
� If you no longer want your vinegar eels, you may:

� Feed them to fish
� Autoclave them in a beaker at 121�C for 15 minutes
� With plenty of tap water running, pour them down the drain


