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Care:
• Food: Feed one or two of the following once a week: Crickets 87 W 6100, waxworms, or other insects. Remove any uneaten food after 

24 hours.  
• Water: To provide water for your Tarantula, a wet sponge or wet cotton balls can be placed in the habitat daily. We use an insect 

watering device (a loosely covered jar with water in the bottom and a wick to provide a moist surface the spider can drink from) 
so water can be changed a little as once a week.

• Care: Clean the habitat once a month. Replace the old substrate with new. 

Information
• Method of Reproduction: Sexual. Once mated females store sperm in seminal receptacles until needed for fertilization. When eggs 

are deposited she releases a mixture of eggs and sperm through her genital opening into a cocoon that she constructs just for this
purpose. She will then stand guard until the eggs hatch. 

• Determining sex: Difficult to do with certainty, but females tend to be larger than males.

Life Cycle
• Eggs: 6–9 weeks
• Spiderling: 6 weeks–9 years (at 3–9 years they become sexually mature)
• Adult: 3–12 years. Males usually die shortly after mating.

Wild Habitat
Chilean rose hair tarantulas come from southern Peru and Northern Chile from the Atacama Desert. Their principle sources of water are
the food that they eat (small desert insects) and the fog from the Pacific Ocean. Predators of the tarantula are weasels, hawks, owls and
snakes. Their most interesting enemy is the spider-wasp. The female wasp paralyzes the spider by stinging it. The wasp then buries the
spider and lays her eggs with it. When the eggs hatch the baby larval wasps will eat the spider. The spider could stay buried alive for 
several days before the wasp eggs hatch. 

Special Notes 
• Tarantulas do molt. This means they will shed their exoskeleton as they mature and grow larger. Just before molting, tarantulas may

exhibit strange behaviors such as failure to eat, very little movement, and will often times spin silk so as to protect themselves from
predators while molting.  

• Tarantulas are nocturnal hunters that catch prey by pursuit, not by catching them in a web. They inject venom into prey using 
its fangs. 

Disposition
• We do not recommend releasing any laboratory animal into the wild, and especially not insects that are not native to 

the environment. 
• Adoption is the preferred disposition for any living animal. 
• If the tarantula must be euthanized at the end of study, place it in the refrigerator overnight then transfer your tarantula to the 

freezer for 24–48 hours.
• A deceased specimen should be disposed of as soon as possible. Consult your school’s recommended procedures for disposal. In 

general, dead insects should be handled as little as possible or with gloves, wrapped in an opaque plastic bag that is sealed (tied 
tightly) before being placed in a general garbage container away from students. 


