


Leeches should be kept at room temperature 68 77 F (20 25 C).
Lights are not required as leeches are nocturnal.

Care:
Medicinal leeches are parasites that prefer to feed on frog or mammalian blood. They are also known for eating amphibian and fish
eggs. Leeches can feed from raw liver that you can buy at a grocery store. You can also feed leeches with blood (rabbit, cow, or
sheep). Put some blood in a petri-dish inside of a pan and introduce the leech to the pan. Only what your leeches could consume
in a 15 minute time period should be provided to prevent over feeding. They should be fed about once a month, but can go for up
to six months without feeding.
Their water should be changed weekly to keep levels of toxins and decaying matter and debris at a minimum. Remove 14 of the old
water from the container and replace with fresh de-chlorinated water.

Information

Method of Reproduction: Leeches are hermaphroditic (produce both male and female gametes) but reproduce sexually with another
individual on dry land. Leeches intertwine together, each releasing sperm into the others vagina. The clitellum forms a cocoon that is
dropped into moist soil where the eggs will develop until they hatch. Reproduction in captivity is rare.

Life Cycle
It generally takes about 2 week for the eggs to hatch into little leeches about 5 per cocoon. They become reproductively mature in
about ayear. A leech can live from 2 8 years.

Wild Habitat

The medicinal leech has become rare in its original range in Europe. This is likely due to overharvesting by humans in the last century
and a reduction in the frog population in their habitat of muddy-bottomed, freshwater ponds. Frogs are required to support immature
leeches whose jaws are not developed and strong enough to pierce the skin of a mammal. In the wild, leeches have been known to
feed on fish, amphibians, birds, and mammals.

Special Notes

Medicinal leeches have sense organs on the body and head that allow easy detection of prey. They can perceive changes in
temperature, vibrations, light intensity, and chemicals with these organs so that they can detect prey.

Medicinal leeches are used for a variety of medical purposes, however the leeches we carry are not suitable for medicinal usage.

Disposition
We do not recommend releasing any laboratory animal into the wild, and especially if they are not native to the environment.
Adoption is the preferred disposition for any living animal.
If the leeches must be euthanized at the end of study, follow one of these procedures:
Put them into a container or bag and freeze for 48 hours.
Place the organism in 70% isopropyl alcohol for 24 hours.

A deceased specimen should be disposed of as soon as possible. Consult your school s recommended procedures for disposal.
In general, dead insects should be handled as little as possible or with gloves, wrapped in an opaque plastic bag that is sealed
(tied tightly) before being placed in a general garbage container away from students.
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