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Information
� Method of reproduction: Sexual
� Determining Sex: On the underside of the female isopod, leaf-like growths can be observed at the base of some of the legs. These

are known as brood pouches. On male isopods, the first two appendages on the abdomen are modified as elongated copulatory
organs.

Life Cycle
� Unlike other crustaceans which live on land, land isopods do not need to lay their eggs in an aquatic environment. Instead, the

eggs of land isopods are brooded in a fluid-filled pouch on the underside of the female. After approximately three weeks, up to
200 young isopods, which are similar in appearance to the adults, emerge from the marsupium. They molt several times to grow.
The entire life cycle takes two to three months.

Wild Habitat
Land isopods generally inhabit damp, dark environments such as gardens and woodlands where they hide under stones and logs. Land
isopods are nocturnal, coming out at night to feed on plant matter and decayed wood.

Disposition
� We do not recommend releasing any laboratory animal into the wild, and especially not invertebrates that are not native to the

environment.
� Adoption is the preferred disposition for any living animal. 
� If the isopods must be euthanized at the end of study, follow one of these procedures:

� Put them into a container or bag and freeze for 48 hours. 
� Place the organism in 70% isopropyl alcohol for 24 hours.

� A deceased specimen should be disposed of as soon as possible. Consult your school�s recommended procedures for disposal. 
In general, dead insects should be handled as little as possible or with gloves, wrapped in an opaque plastic bag that is sealed
(tied tightly) before being placed in a general garbage container away from students. 


