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Care:
� Hermit crabs are omnivores, so they eat both animal and plant matter. They enjoy premixed Hermit Crab Food 88 W 0612 as well as

grocery store items like canned dog food, apples, bananas, lettuce, and peanut butter to name a few. Be sure to provide non-chlo-
rinated water water (fresh bottled or water that is de-chlorinated) in a shallow dish to prevent drowning. Stress Coat 21 W 2338
can also be used to de-chlorinate water. They enjoy having a bath at least once a month. This can be done by placing some room
temperature (64 to 70°F) non-chlorinated water in a shallow pan or tank with high sides. Just place your crabs in the water and
let them play around for about ten to fifteen minutes. A dish of salt water can also help them maintain their body�s salinity levels. 

Information
� Method of reproduction : Sexual. Can only reproduce in the wild because the female must lay her eggs in the ocean after mating

on land.
� Determining sex: Sex can only be determined if the hermit crab leaves its shell. Females have two genital openings called 

gonopores which are located under the first back pair of walking legs. The gonopores are often difficult to see. Do not attempt to
remove your hermit crab from its shell to determine its sex. Doing so can injure or even result in the death of your hermit crab. 

Life Cycle
After the hermit crabs hatch out of their aquatic eggs takes around 30 days then they become aquatic larvae. After going through
several molts the hermit crab larvae become adults in about 40�60 days and move to land. Once on land they find a shell which is 
usually from different mollusks, such as snails and even other hermit crabs to protect their fragile abdomens. An adult will molt 
several more times and change shells as it grows. It may choose an empty shell or attempt to chase another hermit crab out of its shell.
A hermit crab can live up to 20 years in captivity, but on average they only live two to three years.

Wild Habitat
In the wild, hermit crabs can be found on shorelines of sub-tropical areas from the Florida Keys south through the West Indies and
even into parts of South America. They are nocturnal animals and spend their days hiding either buried in sand or in driftwood. They
are also arboreal and like to climb trees. They mainly scavenge for dead plant and animal matter. The main predators of the hermit
crabs are other crabs and birds. 

Special Notes 
Land hermit crabs communicate with one another through making croaking or chirping sounds that they make by rubbing against
their shell or rubbing their body parts together. They are very social animals and often travel in groups of up to one hundred crabs. 

Disposition
� We do not recommend releasing any laboratory animal into the wild, and especially not insects that are not native to 

the environment. 
� Adoption is the preferred disposition of a hermit crab. 
� If the animal cannot be adopted by a capable owner, it may be surrendered to your local humane society. 
� If the animal must be euthanized, please do so by placing it in the freezer for 24 hours.
� A deceased specimen should be disposed of as soon as possible. Consult your school�s recommendations for disposal. In general, a

dead hermit crab should be handled with gloves, wrapped in something absorbent (like newspaper) then wrapped again in an
opaque plastic bag that is sealed (tied tightly) and placed in a general garbage container away from students.


