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Care:
€ Food: Crickets will eat a variety of things. Dog or cat food in a shallow dish that they can climb into, works well. (Use 1…2 Tbsp. for

up to 50 crickets. For 50…1000 crickets in a large plastic bin, use 1‡2 to 1 cup.) Food should be checked 1…2 times per week and
should be changed if it becomes wet or moldy. Fresh fruits and vegetables are great for added nutrition. A few suggestions are a
leaf of lettuce, a couple of slices of orange, apple, potato, or a few chunks of carrot. Do not put in more fresh food than they can
eat in a day or two. Be sure to remove any fresh food that starts to rot or mold. 

€ Water: The water dish should also be shallow enough that the crickets can climb up or jump onto it. Crickets can drown easily, so
to prevent this, you should place a piece of natural sponge (manufactured sponges sometimes contain unwanted chemicals) in
the dish or you could add enough clean, course gravel so that they have •stepping stonesŽ through the water. 

Information
€ Method of Reproduction: Sexual. Fertilization is internal and females can store sperm. Females will lay 50…100 eggs beneath

moist ground.
€ Determining sex: Females have one long ovipositor for laying eggs underground, this projects out from the center of the end of

the abdomen and is about as long as the abdomen. The paired cerci are sensory projections from the end of the abdomen and are
seen in both males and females. 

Life Cycle
Incomplete metamorphosis. Eggs hatch in 2…3 weeks. Nymphs do not have fully formed wings and will become sexually mature in 
2…3 months depending on temperature. Adult crickets live for another 2…3 months. Crickets survive winters by lowering their 
metabolic rate and going into diapause. 

Wild Habitat
The cricket is probably native to Southwestern Asia or Northern Africa, but there are wild populations throughout the eastern half of
temperate North America. They inhabit forest and grassland settings as well as human environments. They are omnivores so eat
almost anything including leaves, fruit, and other insects (both dead and alive). Birds, frogs and lizards prey upon crickets.

Special Notes 
€ House Crickets are raised commercially for pet food and fishing bait.
€ Male crickets stridulate or •chirpŽ by rubbing the •scraperŽ of one forewing across a •fileŽ on the other. They use these noises to

attract mates, define territory and give warnings. In ancient China, crickets were kept as pets in small decorative boxes, some-
times even made of gold. These boxes were often placed in their sleeping quarters, so that the crickets could sing them to sleep. 

€ Crickets have ears that are located on the inside of their front legs.
€ Crickets can jump more than 20 times their own body length. 

Disposition
€ We do not recommend releasing any laboratory animal into the wild, and especially not insects that are considered to be pests or

not native to the environment. 
€ If the insects must be euthanized at the end of study, follow one of these procedures:

€ Put them into a container or bag and freeze for 48 hours. 
€ Place the organism in 70% isopropyl alcohol for 24 hours.
€ Autoclave the organism @ 121°C for 15 minutes.

€ A deceased specimen should be disposed of as soon as possible. Consult your school•s recommended procedures for disposal. In
general, dead insects should be handled as little as possible or with gloves, wrapped in an opaque plastic bag that is sealed (tied
tightly) before being placed in a general garbage container away from students. 


