


US: P.O. Box 92912 • Rochester, NY • 14692-9012 | 812A Fiero Lane • San Luis Obispo, CA 93104 • 800-962-2660
Canada: 397 Vansickle Road • St. Catharines, ON L2S 3T5 • 800-387-7822
www.wardsci.com

© 2008 Ward’s Natural Science Establishment. All rights reserved. Rev. 9/08

water left standing for 24 hours. Keep your millipede out of direct light. Clean the habitat about once per week by rinsing all the
substrate or replacing it as necessary, and washing the container out.

Care:
� Millipedes are primarily herbivorous, feeding on both living and decomposing vegetation. They may not eat pine bark because of

the resins present, but if you have included hardwoods in the habitat, millipedes will certainly feed on them. Older, rotten wood is
not only allowable, but may be preferred by some specimens. Millipedes can be maintained with nothing more than this damp
wood in the habitat, so they can go without any other food for long periods of time. However, it is recommended that you round
out their diet with a weekly offering of fruit or vegetable scraps (cucumber or potato slices are a favorite, 1 half inch slice per mil-
lipede) and a supply of calcium, like calcium powder or cuttlebone Reptivite Reptile Vitamins 21-2833 for maintaining good
health. A shallow bowl of water should be offered as well.

Information
� Method of reproduction: Millipedes reproduce sexually. The male walks along the sides of the female, and if she is receptive, they

wrap around each other and mate. A few weeks later the female will lay hundreds of eggs just under the surface of the ground and
cover them with a protective coating. Millipedes will breed in captivity, so if you don�t want baby millipedes clean out the eggs and
dispose of them either by freezing them for 48 hours, soaking in 70% isopropyl alcohol for 24 hours, or autoclaving them at 121°C
for 15 minutes.

� Determining sex: Male millipedes sex organs are on the seventh segment of their body, so they have a space between the legs on
this segment. Female�s legs are uniformly spaced on all body segments. 

Life Cycle
It takes about three months for a millipede egg to hatch. Hatchlings have only a few pairs of legs and are short in length. They take
several years to grow to full size, which can be up to one foot in length. In captivity a millipede can live to be ten years old, but most
specimens are collected so it is impossible to predict how long one will live.

Wild Habitat
They are found in tropical regions of Africa. Millipedes are generally nocturnal and live in dark, damp areas. They forage on fresh and
decaying plant material. Predators of millipedes are scorpions, lizards, frogs, and birds. 

Special Notes 
Millipedes are Arthropods, and exhibit basic characteristics of the phylum including a rigid exoskeleton and jointed appendages that
are common to other members such as crustaceans and insects. Millipedes are in the class Myriapoda (literally �many feet�) and the
subclass Diplopoda. They have two pairs of legs on most body segments. Compared to centipedes, millipedes have many more body
segments. There are about 8,000 species of millipedes worldwide; 800 species in North America alone, all of which are terrestrial and
most of which are found in the tropics.

Disposition
Do not release this organism into the environment. 

� Adoption is the preferred disposition of a millipede. 
� If a capable owner cannot adopt the millipede as a pet, it may be surrendered to your local humane society.
� If your millipede requires euthanasia, use one of the following methods:

� Place millipede in a freezer for 48 hours .
� Place millipede in 70% isopropyl alcohol for 24 hours.
� Autoclave millipede @ 121°C for 15 minutes.

� It can then be wrapped and disposed of with general garbage, away from students.


