


US: P.O. Box 92912 • Rochester, NY • 14692-9012 | 812A Fiero Lane • San Luis Obispo, CA 93104 • 800-962-2660
Canada: 397 Vansickle Road • St. Catharines, ON L2S 3T5 • 800-387-7822
www.wardsci .com

© 2008 Ward’s Natural Science Establishment. All rights reserved. Rev. 9/08

Wild Habitat
• Crithidia normally spends at least part of its life cycle in the digestive system of mosquitos and their larvae. 

Special Notes 
• Crithidia fasciculata is a non-pathogenic relative of Trypanosma brucei, a causative agent of African sleeping sickness. Crithidia

has very similar cell structures to other trypanosomatids, but is not as dangerous, so it is used as a model organism to study 
parasitology. It is also beneficial because it can survive and be cultured outside of its host organism.

Disposition
• Please dispose of excess living material in a manner to prevent spread into the environment. Consult with your schools to identify

their preferred methods of disposal.
• You can safely use one of the following methods:

• Treat culture with a 10% bleach solution for 24 hours (1 part bleach to 9 parts culture medium or water culture medium 
removed). Then rinse bleach solution down the drain with water until you can no longer smell bleach. Rinse remaining 
materials and containers with water and dispose of them in a general garbage container.

• Carefully wrap specimens and their containers in a biohazard bag (without containing anything sharp that might puncture the 
bag) and tie closed (a twist tie works well). Autoclave the bag for 30 minutes at 121°C and at a pressure of 15 lbs. per 
square inch. Dispose of autoclaved bag as your school recommends.


