


Care:

Your brine shrimp habitat should be cleaned of any dead shrimp weekly. There should be a 25% salt water change monthly. If you add
water to your tank because of dehydration, do not use salt water. The salt does not leave the solution, and adding saltwater increases
salinity. Check your salt with a hygrometer for specific gravity levels when adding any water to your tank.

Information

Reproduction: Sexual or Parthenogenic. Parthenogenetic populations are more common where habitat conditions are stable at lower
salinity levels. In these populations, the majority of brine shrimp are females that produce unfertilized, clones. These females are
capable of either live birth of, or of laying eggs. In populations that live in constantly changing habitats, reproduction is sexual and
has a high probability of production of fertilized eggs encapsulated in cysts when salinity is high. These eggs can survive harsh
conditions by going into diapause (vastly reduced metabolic rate) until conditions improve.

Life Cycle
Cyst stage can last indefinitely. Hydration should cause hatching within 48 hours. When the cyst breaks open, a larval nauplius
emerges. The nauplius will molt about 15 times before becoming an adultin 2 3 weeks. The adult lives for another 4 5 weeks.

Wild Habitat

Brine shrimp occur worldwide in oceans and salt marshes, they are found in the natural salt lakes of Utah, California, and New Mexico
aswell as the oceans. They are one of the few multi-cellular organisms that have flourished in the Great Salt Lake. Brine shrimp are
very important to the ecology of the lake, serving as a major source of food for migratory birds.

Special Notes
Brine shrimp are also known as sea monkeys.

Brine shrimp are rich in protein offering a great source of food for both marine and freshwater animals such as fish, hydra, axolotls,
newts, and more.

Disposition

Please dispose of excess living material in a manner to prevent spread into the environment. Consult with your schools to identify their
preferred methods of disposal.

You can safely use one of the following methods:

Treat culture with a 10% bleach solution for 24 hours (1 part bleach to 9 parts culture medium or water culture medium removed).
Then rinse bleach solution down the drain with water until you can no longer smell bleach. Rinse remaining materials and containers
with water and dispose of them in a general garbage container.

Carefully wrap specimens and their containers in a biohazard bag (without containing anything sharp that might puncture the bag)
and tie closed (a twist tie works well). Autoclave the bag for 30 minutes at 121 C and at a pressure of 15 Ibs. per square inch. Dispose
of autoclaved bag as your school recommends.
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